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Refugee Children Seeking to be Free

 I am missing Rwanda. The cool mornings. 
Coming out of the guest house to read and 
seeing the night guard standing, staring at the 
dawn. “Mwaramutseho” (Good morning!) 
I say. “Yego” (Yes) and a wave. I am missing 
the steep hills covered with verdant gardens 
and dotted with houses. The morning walks, 
passing people on bicycles or an occasional 
motorcycle, walking carrying loads of water 
or vegetation on their heads. The crowded 
cities with traffic so dense you’re sure you 
are going be in an awful accident. And then 
the sense of awe when you finish the trip and 
the car is not even scratched! The people with 
their beautiful dark skin and impossibly bright 
colored clothing. The wild juxtapositions of 
prosperity and poverty, of opportunity and 
desperation. The refugee children, seeking to 
be free.

 Lester Hands, M.D,  
 Impact Hope Mission Trip Volunteer 2019

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings 
good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’” Isaiah 52:7



December 2019 Vocational Training Program

The Maintenance class renovated dorm bathrooms.

Can you imagine standing in front of 423 refugee 
teenagers from the Congo cheering ecastatically about 
the opportunity they have been given because of Impact 
Hope? It was an experience I will always have deep 
gratitude for. 

The Vocational Training Program and volunteer mission 
trip is an opportunity for Impact Hope students to remain 
in a safe environment and continue their education during 
their summer break, while allowing volunteers to come 
alongside and share their skills and love with the students. 
Volunteers taught maintenance, permaculture, English 
conversation, entrepreneurship, hydrotherapy, knitting 
and tailoring while others provided medical care to our 

group as well as locals in the villages. Rwandan teachers 
also provided training in culinary arts and hairdressing, 
in addition to a few of the other classes. It was a beautiful 
opportunity to create new bonds between a vastly different 
group of people.

During these three weeks, we were blessed with worship, 
musical talent and interpreting skills from our students, 
volunteers and local staff. When not in classes, students 
engaged in basketball, soccer, volleyball, dodgeball, and 
jump rope. It was fun to see students from three different 
academies and four of the refugee camps come together 
to learn and play. 

Culinary Arts learned how to make crepes and other delicious food.

Students loved tailoring and knitting classes.Permaculture class Volunteers visited the Kigeme refugee camp.



Life for refugees doesn’t always include a wide range of 
opportunities that we would expect for a teenager. This is a 
wonderful way to show love and compassion through the help 
of our sponsors and donors who made the Vocational Training 
Program possible.  This was all made possible by the years of 
hard work of the Thygeson family, and their effort to share this 
special mission and change the lives of these beautiful young 
refugees. This is an opportunity treasured by both students and 
the volunteers.

Liz Thomsen, Impact Hope Special Projects Director

The 2019 Vocational Training Program volunteers taught Impact Hope students various skills and led nightly worships.

Hairdressing class

These four volunteers grew up in Africa as missionary children.

Volunteers with the help of an interpreter worked in the maternity unit
at a local clinic.
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PRAY

Please join us in praying for God’s 
protection over the Impact Hope 
program during COVID19, and the 
soon return of students to school.

GO

In November we are taking a mission 
group over to Rwanda to teach our 
students different skills and trades. 
Mark your calendar for 2020!

GIVE

Sponsor a student, support our 
operations, or donate while you shop. 
Visit www.impact-hope.org/give.

• The December 2019 Vocational Program was a success! With 423 students in attendance, 16 volunteers made 
the trip to the other side of the world to help teach classes in permaculture, English, finance, maintenance, 
hairdressing, culinary arts and tailoring. This program allows students to stay in a safe environment during their 
summer break, worship God together and develop their skills in a specific trade.

Updates from the Field

Three Ways You Can Help

• This year, 317 new Impact Hope students have been added to enrollment at Gakoni, Gahogo, and Rwankeri 
academies! 

• On March 16, the Rwanda government announced a shutdown due to COVID-19, and all schools are closed 
temporarily. Your support continues to be important to Impact Hope and the students. Visit our “Impact HOPE” 
Facebook page for updates.

• Impact Hope team members will be presenting at groups and churches and participating in camp-meetings and 
events throughout the year. To find out if we will be at an event near you, or to schedule us to visit your group, 
please visit www.impact-hope.org

Sponsor a Student

For $50 a month you can give a student the opportunity to receive an excellent education, 
three meals a day, and a safe environment. www.impact-hope.org/give


