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Educate a Young Girl

Research shows that if you educate a girl she’ll:
Earn up to 25% more and reinvest 90% into her
family; be three times less likely to become HIV 
positive; have fewer, but healthier children who
are 40% more likely to see life past the age of five.

With access to education, women do amazing 
things: launch businesses, become health workers, 
run schools, and lead governments. But education 
is not freely available to everyone – and in many 
parts of the world, girls are the first to be 
excluded from it. Investing in girls and women is a 
proven way to improve the health and wealth 
of a whole nation. In sub-Saharan Africa, 24 million 
girls can’t afford to go to school. A girl may marry 
as young as 13 and has a one in 22 chance of dying 
in childbirth. One in six of her children will die 
before the age of 5. 

“In our society, educating girls was not important because many people thought that only boys should be educated.
Girls were obliged to stay home and help their mothers. Girls were not sent to school till the day their family would 
find them a husband. Educating girls is beyond helping the family. Educating a girl is helping the entire community.”
Aurea Kagwesage, ADRA Rwanda

Impact Hope is committed to providing education
to young women, because we know that their 
education will have a ripple effect on their 
communities and loved ones. For more information 
about girls education visit www.ungei.org
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Impact Hope Graduate Starts His Own Bakery

In 2012, Shukuru Habineza and his parents escaped the 
warring Democratic Republic of Congo to the “safety” 
of a refugee camp in Rwanda. He was 18 years old--what 
should have been the prime of life for a young man like 
Shukuru. For the next three years, Shukuru looked for 
ways to attend and finish secondary school (high school), 
but was only met with the serious financial barriers and 
poor conditions that all refugees face. 

“But,” he says, “God says ‘I have good plans for you’. He 
directed Impact Hope to Rwanda to help students from 
the camps--including me. God provided the opportunity to 
be an Impact Hope student.”  

 In 2016, at the age of 22, Shukuru began his final 
secondary years at Gahogo Adventist Academy and 
eventually graduated…with hopes and dreams like any 
young man or woman. 

But what options are there for a refugee student like 
Shukuru after secondary school? University is too 
expensive, and jobs are not guaranteed, even with a 
degree, and especially under the shadow of refugee status. 
But for Shukuru and many young refugees, the hope of 
having purpose and some sense of control over their life 
never truly dies. 

Rwanda has quality certificate and advanced degree 

schools around the country, similar to what we would 
call community college in America. These Integrated 
Polytechnic Regional Colleges (IPRC) offer short-term 
programs (up to one year) in construction, hospitality, IT, 
agriculture, and more. 

So when Shukuru was presented with the opportunity to 
attend vocational school for one year, thanks to his Impact 
Hope sponsor, he entered the culinary arts program. “I 
remember when I was a child, my parents told me, ‘if you 
get any opportunity, work hard so that you don’t lose the 
opportunity you have.’”

Shukuru’s love and talent for baking, along with the 
entrepreneurship courses he received at IPRC, were just 
the mix he needed, and he decided to try his hand selling 
baked goods in a small roadside doorway in Kigali. 

Mindy (Impact Hope co-founder) was excited. “He did 
this all on his own, with no request to Impact Hope or 
sponsors for financial assistance…But he won’t increase 
growth without an oven!” Within days a generous donor 
gave him that chance. 

Fast forward just a few weeks…On a Sunday afternoon 
in Kigali, two trucks pulled up to a doorway with a sign 
outside, “Ituze Restaurant” (Restaurant of calm). Shukuru
invited us into his small space, where two customers were 

Shukuru Habineza shows his new oven to Impact Hope staff. Shukuru’s freshly made donuts ready for sale.
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just finishing a meal of rice and beans from his now-expanded 
menu. 

After a quick tour, he proudly served us chapati and African 
tea, as well as delicious amandas (African donuts) and maize 
muffins that he had baked in his new oven.

Shukuru opens his small shop at 6am each weekday, and 
closes at 11pm each night. His “kitchen” is a dark room 
across a tiny courtyard, and he sleeps in a small room next 
to the dining space. 

Word of mouth is spreading--people come for good food 
at a good price. However, in a twist of circumstances, 

Shukuru has to find a new space for his bakery--the 
government is planning building improvements, and rent 
will soon be too high for him to stay.  Though somewhat 
discouraged, he is determined and trusting that he will 
find a way to continue his business. He has already seen 
God’s goodness and provision, and the reward of hard 
work. 

Shukuru’s story is an example of what we at Impact Hope 
dream for the many students you help support. With 
motivation, an opportunity to gain skills and business 
training, and God’s goodness, we believe we will see more 
students move beyond the hopelessness of refugee life and 
into the purpose God has for them.

Impact Hope team visits Shukuru at his restaurant during their March 2020 trip.

Impact Hope Students
Thank You!

Students love to write letters to their sponsors. 
For them it is a small way to express their 
gratefulness for supporting their education and 
giving them an opportunity for a better life. 

If you would like to find out more about 
communicating with your student, visit
www.impact-hope.org.
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PRAY

Please join us in praying for God’s 
protection over the Impact Hope 
program during COVID19, and the 
soon return of students to school.

GO

We will update you as soon as we 
know travel to Rwanda is safe and 
admissible.

GIVE

Sponsor a student, support our 
operations, or donate while you shop. 
Visit www.impact-hope.org/give.

Three Ways You Can Help

Give Hope in Global Crisis

In mid-March, the Rwandan government ordered all schools closed as part of the effort to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
and all Impact Hope students returned to their homes at the refugee camps. Many refugee families who were depending 
on jobs that provide a daily income are finding it difficult to get subsistence during this time of lockdown because they 
cannot work. Impact Hope is working with ADRA Rwanda and camp leadership to continue our support to students and 
their families. 

What is the initiative? 
Impact Hope will fund provisions of 
food and sanitary items so students 
and their families will not be 
devastated.

What items will they receive?
• Rice
• Kawunga (Cornmeal with Beans)
• Cooking Oil 
• Beans
• Soap

Ready to help?
Visit www.impact-hope.org to 
make a contribution to our 
COVID-19 Refugee Help Fund. If 
you are an IH sponsor, a portion 
of your sponsorship will help 
fund supplement packages. The 
COVID-19 Refugee Help Fund will 
help us make up the difference still 
needed.

In this time of uncertainty, there is a fundamental truth that gives us hope -- that together we can do extraordinary 
things. We can take care of each other, and you can help! We’re rallying our Impact Hope community for our kids. 

When will schools reopen?
Currently the Ministry of 
Education is planning for all 
students to return to school in 
September. They will also make a 
permanent adjustment to a new 
September through June school 
year at that time. 


