MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF REFUGEES |

October 2020

Radio Learning in the Time of COVID
“But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Phillipians 3:13-14

Impact Hope is committed to our students, and

despite the current challenges due to Covid-19, the
need for education is still there!
The Rwanda Education Board has come up with creative
strategies to keep learning happening despite schools
being closed. On April 4th they launched their first
radio lesson. Many were interested in this mode of
learning, including our Impact Hope students.
Many of our students do not have access to radios or
the financial capability of acquiring one. Thanks to a
prior donation of several hundred “God Pods” from
Adventist World Radio, our students can take part in
this distance learning! Not only do they provide radio
access, but they are filled with Bible stories, lessons, and
scripture in the Kinyarwandan language. Thank you for
your continued support and prayers for our students. It
makes a difference!

Sarah’s Desire for Education
Sarah has gentle eyes, a sweet smile and a small frame, but it is her inner strength and tenacity that shine

the most. She was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 1993, only one year prior to the
horrific genocide in the neighboring country of Rwanda. In the aftermath of the genocide the perpetrators
fled to surrounding countries in fear that they would be killed or put in prison for their bloodshed of the
Tutsi tribe, the tribe of Sarah’s family. Sadly, the bloodshed followed into the DRC. It was because of this that
Sarah’s family escaped and sought refuge in Rwanda.
Life in a refugee camp is all Sarah has ever known.
That has been her home for over 20 years. A home
with no electricity or running water, one meal a day
and the constant threat of her safety as a girl. Like
most girls in the camp, Sarah stopped attending
school to help with the daily chores around the
house. It was during this time that her boyfriend
forced himself on her. In Sarah’s words, “I refused.
He did not accept.” She became pregnant and
gave birth to a baby boy.
Sarah felt hopeless. Her deepest desire was to offer a better life to her child, but she wondered how
that would be possible. Three years later she found
her answer when she learned about Impact Hope.
She was excited by the opportunity to receive a
quality education. Although it pained her to leave
her child with her family, Sarah understood that
education was the key to breaking the cycle of
poverty and life in the refugee camp.

Sarah at the 2019 Vocational Training Program.

Sarah is almost finished with her highschool education. She has learned the skill of sewing in the Vocational
Summer Trade Program and has the goal of reuniting with her child and running her own tailoring business
after she graduates. Sarah’s strong faith and determination to help her family overcome their challenges is
an example of why Impact Hope believes in investing in girls' education.

Fun Facts

1,106 refugee students have
been sponsored through Impact
Hope since 2016

714 of those students are

currently enrolled in secondary
and post-secondary education

Did you know? The official
languages in Rwanda are
Kinyarwandan, Swahili and
English

Did you know? There are approximately 1,000
gorillas in Rwanda. Rwankeri Adventist Academy is
closest to the mountains with the gorillas!

Behind the Scenes Spotlight
Meet Aurea Kagwessage! Aurea is our Field Operations Manager in Rwanda. She takes care of getting
things done on the ground for Impact Hope and has a BIG heart for our students. This is her story.

Years ago, both of my parents fled their country

Rwanda into Burundi, leaving everything behind
them except for the minimal level of education they
had acquired. They were teachers by profession.
Their profession played a role in alleviating suffering
resulting from lack of access to the basic needs
of life compared to their counterparts that were
uneducated. However, that did not prevent us from
the 26 years of living as refugees.
Living away from my motherland with no connection
to my extended family, no right to visit my country,
and living on the bare minimum, I have a better
understanding of the challenges and needs of the
people living in the same situation.
Today, I am grateful for the opportunity to serve
as a humanitarian worker for almost 15 years. This
service gives me satisfaction beyond measure and
moves me to commit myself to do all in my ability
to reduce the suffering of those in distress helping
to attain their self-dignity, potential and development.
I did not see my country until 1994, when I returned
to assist with relief efforts following the genocide. It
was then that I had the opportunity to continue with
my education where I was able to attain a Masters
Degree in International Development from Andrews
University in the United States of America.

When you are persecuted and have to run for your
life, you have no time to carry any of the wealth or
treasures that you may have acquired, except for
what you have in you, education that no one can
take away.
For many forced to flee, returning home concludes
an often-traumatic time in exile. It may happen
years or even decades after they left. Very few
Rwandan refugees have returned.
A human being is always challenged to pay back by
supporting someone else in a related circumstance,
and that is why I have dedicated my life to helping
refugees!
Aurea Kagwessage, Field Operations Manager
Impact Hope Rwanda

You Can Be an Impact Hope Ambassador!

22 Out of 50 Students Sponsored
YOU are making a difference by helping us spread the word. Please continue to join us in our
efforts to help find sponsors for the remaining 28 students!

Thank You for Your Continued Support!!!

“We will continue our monthly contribution. And will make our child and your mission a high
priority in my prayers.”

“I prayed God would help me be able to continue serving Impact Hope. He provided me with
continued work in unique ways even though I lost my job.”

“I am very thankful to God that I was able to donate for the whole year and no matter what

economic turmoil may happen I already have money separated for next year’s tuition. I can only
thank God because He has been so good to us and has allowed me to help in what little way
we can. God bless your ministry, all the people you reach and you and your family too.”

Three Ways You Can Help
PRAY

SHARE

Please join us in praying for God’s
protection over the Impact Hope
Program during COVID19, and
the soon return of students to
school.

Follow our Facebook page @
Impact HOPE, sign up for our
newsletter and email updates,
and spread the word to your
friends and family!

IMPACT HOPE

P. O. BOX 632, WEST LINN, OR 97068

503.673.3905

GIVE
Sponsor a student, support our
operations, or donate while you
shop. Visit www.impact-hope.
org/give.

INFO@IMPACT-HOPE.ORG

IMPACT-HOPE.ORG

