
Did you see the Impact Hope 2021 gift catalog?
This catalog focuses on providing start-up kits to 
Impact Hope graduates who have completed their 
vocational training school and are ready to start their 
businesses. 

Why do start-up kits make a difference? Refugees 
have a challenging time finding jobs. Impact Hope 
will always remain passionate about providing 
Christian education, but we don’t want to stop there. 
Our vision is to see them thrive in life and provide 
for themselves and their families. Helping them start 
their businesses gives them the ability to create a 
successful future. 

Start-up kits include hairdressing, plumbing, sewing, 
culinary arts, maintenance, agriculture, chickens, and 
more!

To learn more and give the gift of a start-up kit visit, 
www.Impact-Hope.org/giftcatalog.

If you’ve already purchased a start-up kit, we thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts. Your gift truly 
lasts a lifetime.
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“I am sure of this, that 
He who started a good 

work in you will carry it 
on to completion until 

the day of Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 1:6



Nadine (left) made Terrie’s skirt.

I met Mindy Thygeson [cofounder of Impact Hope] in the 
summer of 2016. I was the Women’s Ministries Coordina-
tor of the Oregon Conference at the time and looking for 
a mission for our annual conference at Eagle Crest Lodge. 
After hearing the stories of the girls walking 5 miles out of 
their refugee camp to high school and being sexually as-
saulted on their journey, we knew our mission was to put 
these girls in a safe environment through Impact Hope.

Through the handiwork of God and the women in the 
Oregon Conference, the next three years, the Oregon 
Conference Women’s Ministries sent hundreds of girls 
through Impact Hope to be educated, self-sufficient, and 
learn a vocational trade. But most of all, to build a closer 
relationship with our amazing Father in heaven. 

I made a trip to Rwanda in 2017 and 2018 to see the 
conditions of the refugee camps, meet Impact Hope Staff, 
and visit the boarding schools. My husband Del and I 
were there when Impact Hope started their first Summer 
Vocational School. The students were so grateful to be 
there learning a skill to give them a better chance to earn 
money with hopes of helping their parents and brothers 
in sisters in the camps. (Cont’d on back page.)

Board Member, Terrie Griebel, has a Big Heart for Refugees

You Equip Students
Terrie visiting her sponsored student.

In the kitchen is where you will 
find Innocent. Innocent gradu-
ated through Impact Hope in 2017 
and studied Culinary Arts at his 
vocational trade school. He now 
works at a restaurant in Kigali. He is 
grateful to be living outside of the 
refugee camp and working along-
side his two other friends, who are 
also Impact Hope graduates. He 
proudly acknowledges, “I am here 
because of you. Thank you!” 

What You Did in 2021!

651 Students 
in high school

47 Students in 
vocational school

25 Students in 
university



“There is no doubt 
that Impact Hope is 

changing lives...”

Meet Impact Hope Student Missionaries

Hi there! My name is Elias Han-
son! For the past two months, I 
have been serving as a student 
missionary here in Rwanda, and 
I will be serving until May of 
2022. It has been an incredible 
experience and I am so grateful 
for the opportunity to be here. 
I am a student at Southern 
Adventist University where I am 
studying Chemistry with an em-
phasis in Pre-Med. Throughout 
my time in college, I had heard 
about other students going 
abroad to serve, but it wasn’t 
until March of this year that I 
finally decided to have that 
experience for myself. I wanted 
to pursue an experience that 
would develop me spiritually 
and I wanted to put myself at 

the service of others during 
this time of life which can seem 
so self-focused. I am teaching 
Chemistry and English at Ga-
hogo Adventist Academy. Ga-
hogo is an excellent school; the 
students and staff have been 
very welcoming. Teaching has 
been both fun and challeng-
ing, but I couldn’t ask for bet-
ter students. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting to know the 
students here, and playing soc-
cer and volleyball and making 
music with them has been a 
blast. On multiple occasions, I 
have had the opportunity to sit 
down with some students who 
are sponsored by Impact Hope 
and ask them about their lives 
and their stories. I am stunned 

at the difficulties and hardships 
they have faced, but I admire 
their resilience and desire to 
develop themselves. They have 
expressed to me how much 
of an impact Impact Hope has 
had on their lives. Because of 
Impact Hope, many of them 
are finally able to sleep in an 
actual bed, shower regularly, 
eat three meals a day, and have 
access to a high quality edu-
cation. There is no doubt that 
Impact Hope is changing lives, 
I have had the privilege to wit-
ness this for myself. To the do-
nors and sponsors, thank you 
so much for your contributions. 
There is a student here whose 
life is irrevocably changed be-
cause of you. God bless.

Elias and Trenton, from Southern Adventist University, are spending one year in Rwanda teaching at Gahogo 
Adventist Academy and serving Impact Hope students. Stayed tuned for Trenton’s story in the next issue.

Elias teaching Impact Hope students. Boys dorm where Elias and Trenton live.
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PRAY

Support Impact Hope as a Prayer 
Partner by signing up at: 
www.Impact-Hope.org/prayer-
partners

SHARE

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram, sign up for our 
email updates, or invite us to 
speak at your church or event.

GIVE

Sponsor a student, support our 
operations, or donate while you 
shop. Visit www.impact-hope.org.

Three Ways You Can Help

Please note Impact Hope can only receive letters to 
take to the students.  We are no longer able to make 
accomodations for taking gifts.

Did we tell you THANK YOU enough 
this past year? We are incred-
ibly blessed with the most generous 
supporters who have made it pos-
sible to help these amazing young 
people have opportunities that most 
in the refugee camps dream about.  
We’ve launched new programs, 
trainings, and small businesses this 
year because of YOU! We look to 
new adventures in 2022 and we are 
excited about the creation of the 
Center for Hope - more on that next 
year! 

As we close out 2021 and celebrate 
the meaning of Christmas - our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, we want you 
to know how much our students and 
their families appreciate the gift you 
have given them. We send you warm 
hugs from across the globe that they 
would want you to 
have this Christmas! 
Again, THANK YOU!

Liz Thomsen
Executive Director

Impact Hope stateside team 2021.

When the kids are in the refugee camps, 
they get only one meal a day. Therefore, many 
suffer from malnutrition. In the boarding schools, 
they get three healthy meals a day. It’s so wonderful 
to see them thrive and live an abundant life.

Hans and Mindy Thygeson saw a great need in the 
refugee camps in Rwanda and answered God’s call 
to help. It is so evident to me that God is in this and 
works with them. Hans and Mindy have made great 
personal sacrifices to get this ministry off the ground, 
and now others are supporting Impact Hope and the 
children in Rwanda.

I thank God for the opportunity to be involved with 
Impact Hope as a volunteer and board member. I feel 
God’s hand in the mission of Impact Hope, and I look 
forward to heaven when I can meet these students 
face to face.

Cont’d from Center Page

Gift Policy

We are excited that 77 new students were added to 
Impact Hope this school year and we need your help 
to find sponsors. We are beyond grateful to have 
such a supportive community.  Please share about 
the work of Impact Hope with your family and friends 
and how they can make a difference in the life of a 
young refugee by sending them to Christian board-
ing school. 

77 New Students Need Sponsorship


